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Die Martis 29 Auguſt 1648. 
Rdered by the Lords Aſſembled in le annr That the 
Form of *churth: Government to be Hſed 11 the Church 
of England and Ireland, be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


Toh, Brow: Cler. Parliamentorumn. 


rs... Ati 


Imprinted at Loydoz: tor Jobs Wright at the Kings Head 
 1ntheold Bayley. 1648. 
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Dze Martis 29 Auguſt 1648. 


The Form of Church-Government to be uſed 
in the Churches of Eng/and and ireland. 


= it Ordered and Ordained by the 

1 Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
# mentaſſembled, and by authority 
| dof the ſame 3 That all Pariſhes and 
's SH places whatfoever' within the 
© IN Kingdome of £:g/and and Domi- 

f Wy AVSN nion'ot Jules (aswell priviledged 
CISSSIESESY places and exempt Jurifdiftions as 
othets)be brought wider the Government 'of Congre- 
eatiohall, Claſſical}, Provincicatl, and Nationall Aflem- 
blies, Provided that the Chappels or places in the Houſes 
of the King and his Children, and the Chappels or places 
in the Houſes of the Pecres of this Realme, ſhall con- 
tnue free for the exerdiſe of divine duties to beperform- 
ed according to the directory and netotrerwuec, 

That there be forthwith a choice made of Elders 
throughout the Kingdome of F#gland and Dominion of 
Wales, mthereſpetive Churches and Chappels, accor- 
ding to fuch DireQions as hereatter follows and all:Claſ- 


of i 


fesand Parochiall Congregations are reſpectively kercby 


A 2 autho- 


the major part of them. there aſlen 


 Office,. 


(2) 
authorized and required forthwith effeQually to proceed 
therein»accordiogly. _ - IS 


Diredtions for the El eTFion of Parochiall and Congrega- | 
8 # tronall Elders. = £ 


1. "T"Hat notice of the Ele&tion of Parochiall and Con- 

gregatienall Elders, and of the time when it ſhall 
be, be given by the Minifter in the publike Aſſembly the 
next Lords day but one before, and that on the ſaid Lords 
day a Sermon be preached preparatory to: that weighty 
bulineſle. | 


2. "That the ruling Elders of a Parochiall and Congre-- 
gationall Elderſhip, ſhall bechofen by the ſeverall Mini- - 


ſters and Members of that Congregation r+* 
d'; 


ſpetively, or 
have taken the Nationall Covenantg;and-at 


S'S> 64 Ib: S, C24 


ſound in the faith, prudent, diſcreet,/fx n= 
blameableconverſation, and willing te fad 


- 
SC 


*. 


4. Thatnoman+be choſen for a ruling Elder, but on- 


mentioneg , or touching matter. of Ignorance or Scan- 


dally 


\ 


- —_— 


' 


3 . 
dallhereafter 'mentioned, to ſuch perſons as are hereat- 
ter appointed to receve the ſaid Exceptions. 


Concerning the Tryers and Judges of the integrity and a- 
bility of ſuch as are to be choſen Elders in the Province 

7 of London, and of the Inns of Court. 
I. d hoe perſons following ſhall beTryers and Judges 


of the integrity and ability of ſuch as are choſen 
Conpregationall Elders inthe ſeyerall Claſtes withim the 


Province of Londor, and of the dueneſle of their EleGtion 


according to the rules anddireQiens hereafter expreſled : 
| Tbe-firſt Claſſes. 
| TRI Miniſters. - 
S Otor Will. Gouge of Black Friers, Mr. George Wal- 
ker of 1ohx Evangeliſt, Mr. Lazarus Seaman of Al- 
hallowes 1n Breadſtreet. Others, Mr. Rich. Brown Eſqz 
of Black Friers, Mr. Rich. Turner Senior of Auſtines Pa- 
Parifh, Mr. #11. Kendall of Alhallowes in Bread-ſtreert, 
Tohn Glarke Doctor of Phyſick/of Martins Ludgate, Mr. 
Thomas Steines of Mildred in Bread-ſtreet, Mr. Chriſto- 


pher Meredith of Faiths. 


The ſecond Claſſics 
Miniſters.. 


o 
- 
. 
- 


Mo William Regner of John Baptiſts, Mr. Charles 


of-jpring of Antholins, Mr. William Thomas of 
Pancras Soper-Lane. Others, Mr. Alex. Tones of John 
Baptiſts, Mr. Ka/ph Tripletof Nicholas Cole-Abbey, Mr. 
Thomas Goffin of Michael Royall, Mr.1ames Hayes of Ben- 
net Sheerhogge, Mr, Joh Cock of James Garlickhith,. 
Mr.Philip Owen of Mary Magdalines Old Fiſk-ſtreet.. 

+ bs The third Claſſas. 
Miniſters. + 

Aſter Humphrey Chambers of Stephens Walbrook, 


'V L-Mr. 2hrz Rawlinſon of Mary Ab-Church, Mr. 1h. 
A.'3 Cardelt. 


".Cardet! of Alhallowes TR. ER Others, Mr..Johx 
Warner Alderman of Stephens Walbrooke, 'Mr. Robert 
Sweet of Mary Woc!noth, Mr« Michael Herring of Mary 
'Wook church, Mr. Rich, Tenng of Alhallowes Lumbard- 
ſtreet, Mr. Rich, Warner of Mary Ab-Church, Mr. Robert 
Mead of Laurence Pountney. Ts 
The fourth Claſſir. 

No Mmiſters. - 
M Aſter Tobn Leeof Mary on the HYl, Mr. rfoph Ca- 

rl of Magnus, Mr. F alk Bellers of Michael Cotn- 
hill. Others, Maſter T#/e&s Bance Alderman of Bennet 
Grace- Charch, Vir. Edward Hooker of Mary on the Hill, 
Mir. 1bn Bellamy cf Michael Corahill, Mr, John Gyes of 
Andrew in Hubbert,Mr. thr: Hathrof Magnes, Me. wil. 
liam Brariwith of Peters Corntnll. 

'T he fiſth Claffrs. 
- Mimifters.” 

T Aſter obs Conitnt of Botolph Alderly 6 Mr.” Aut 

| From Tuchney of Michael \s Corne, eh Mee 
Mt. $140 Afhe of Brides. Others, vir ob follafton 
Knight of John TZacharies, Mr. Faw. Honywood' of Mi- 
chact at Corne, alias Querne,Mr. Williay Hart of Chriſt- 
Church, Mr. /obz Tohnſon- of Botolph Alderſgate, Mr. 


Kich, t lo:d of Peters Cheape, Mr. fob Sherman of Anne | 


Alderlgate. — _- * ThefrxtClaſſis. 
Miniſters. 

: Aſter Edmond Calamy of Mary Aldermanbury;Mr. 

Tobn. Arrowſntith of Martins Tremonger Lane ; 
Mr. Arther Iackſon of Michaels Woodftreet. Others, Mr. 
' Walter Bootbby of Mary Aldermanbury, Mr.171/. Webb of 
Martins Iremonger Lane, Mr 7; Bisby of Laurence 
Jury, Mr, Thomas Breg fiwell 


Mr. Robert Manwaring © Giles Criplegate, 


Mr. Laurence Wy of Mary Magdalins Mukſtreet. 


Lawrence 


AI wn Oy PDE Bron 
—_— ——___—_ 
. % 


, LV IF#%itaker of Mary Magdalen Bermondfey, Mr. $4- 


VP 


n 
 Theſ WELIFY 
Miniſters. 
Aſter Rokert Harris of Botolph Biſhopſgate, Mr- 
1 V LSamrel CVarke of Bennet Fynk. 


_ - Mr. Charles Newtoy, Of Michael Bafingſhaw , 
Mr. Leonard Cooke, 


Others, Mr. Chriſtopher Pack Alderm. of Michael Baſing- | 


| ſhaw,Mr. James K1ſſellof Stephens Colemanſtreet, Maſter 


Willias Williamſon oft Chriſtophers, Mr. Robert Laiint 

of Peters Pooxe, Mr. James Story of Bennet Fynk, Mr. 

Samuel Harſuet of Bartholomew Exchange. 
The eighth Claſſis. 

__ Miniſters. Fr De. 

MF VVill. Spurſiow of Aackney, Mr. Tho. Porter” 


of Katherine Creed-Church, Mr. Elidsd Bluckwell 
of Andrew Underſhaft. Others, 


ro epeinen pf 4 ROE Andrew Underſhaft, . 
My.George.@laFke of Hackney, Mr. Richard Shutc'of Cree- 
Church, Mr. Alex. Bence of Algate, Mr. Ti homas Hutchins 
of Hellens. The ninth Claſſes. © 
FF Alter Thoxras Clendon of Rlhollowes Barking, Mr. 
V4 Thomas Valentige\of Mary White-chappell,Mr.Tho- 


 mnas Carter. of Olaves Hart-ſtreet. Others, Sir Edward. 


Hartizgtes Koight of Olives Hatt-ſtreet, Mr. Francis 
Weſt Lfevtenantofthe' Tower, Mr Edmmiad Trench of Al- 
hollowes Staining, Mr. pr mad cone of Dunſtans 


Mr. StaffordClare Eaſt. 
Mr. Solorow-$17ith of Katherine Tower. 
1 1:22 2 The tenth Claſris.. 
rite ©, HINT? -: Maniſters, © ; 


After Thomss Gathker of Rotherhithe, Mr. Teremy 


| | (6) - < 

wuel Bolton of Mary Overy. mers Mr. Collier of Saint 
Saviours, Mr. George Snelling 
_ . |; Mr. Robert Haughton >ofOlaves Southyrarke, 

Mr. George Shonpfor: 1: 3 OLSTS 
Mr. Daniel $autox of Mary Overy;: Mr. Henry. Homer of 
Mary MOOR Bemondl\e 
| "The cleveritht Claſsi SIS. | 
Miniſters. | 5 TOW) SAYS + pho 
Aſter Richard Vimej-of Clement Danes'h Mz. hy; 
Cornifh of Giles in the Fields, Mr.\cawadry of 'Mar- 


tins1n the Fields, Mr. Gib/ox of Margarets Weltminſter, 
Mr. Tohn Packer, 


Mr. Thomas Faulconbridgef * | 
Others, Mr. John Brigham: : -- of Weſtminſter, 
Mr, George Prjn + 1 
Mr. Edward Martin 
Mr. James Prince, 


Mr. Silvanus Taylor, FoiCle Clement Danes. 


Mr. # alter Bigs of Giles inthe Fields, Mr. Edward Cattor 
of Covent Garden: 
The twelfth Elaſtis, ; 
Mimift CES 71: |, { 

[Alter Obadiah, Sedg ck of Andrews Holbotne, 

Mr. Immanuel Ron ne « of Sepulchres, Mr. Strongof 
Dunſtans Welt... Others, Mr. Roger Drake >Dofor'of 
- Phyſick, Mr. w:/l;am Jeſop of ; Andrews Holbori _ 
Thomas Smith, Mt. Nathaniel Canfield gion; 7 breLiNb: 
Francis Allen of Dunſtan Welt.. mM. ntarr7s 22 7alloi 
| That all Exceptions objefted nd. any:perfons 
elefted tobe Congregational] Elders, \thall be exhibited 
tothe Tryers above memes. reſpecively/ » w__ 
Famer 99 "HAIRY ſaid. Ne Cath} 
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3: That the ſaid Tryers ſhall have powerto receive; 
heare, and determine, all exceptions brought iuto them 
concerning undue EleAions, and to that end to call 
before them all ſuch Perſons ſoeleted,ard accepting ſuch 
Ele&ion, and to ſend for ſuch Witneſſes as ſhall be no- 
minated unto them by ſuch perſons as ſhall bring in ſuch 
exceptions, and (hall have power to examine upon Oath, 
both the perſons bringing in ſuch exceptions, and the ſaid 
witneſſes,concerningany undue proceedings in the manner 
of the ſaid EleR ion, &concerning all matrers of ignorance 
or ſcandall objeRed againſt the party eleed,and exprefled 
afterwards to be a ſufficient cauſe of ſuſpenſion frem the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper(and of which any Elder- 
ſhip by any Ordinance of Parliament hath Cognizance 
and JurisdiQion) and that ſhall be proved to have been 
committed within one whole yeare before the exceptions 
exhibited, and that the perſons againſt whom the Joe M 
tions are taken ſhall have like liberty to produce witneſles 
to beexamined in like manner on cheir behalfe. 

4. That the, Tryers (hall have power to examine whe- 
ther the Elders that are cnoſen be fo qualified as is above 
exPprefled, | | 

5. That in caſe the Ele&1ion of any Elder of a con- 
gregation, upon juſt proofe and examinatien, be found 
by the Tryers appointed for that purpoſe to be unduely 
made, orthe perſon to be ignorant, or ſcandalous, or not 
qualified as aforeſaid, Then the ſaid Tryers may order 
{ach Elder to be removed, and another to be cheſen in his 

lace. 
4 6. That in caſe no juſt exception as aforeſaid ſhall be 
proved againſt any Elder, and that the ſaid Elder ſhall ap- 
prove himſelfe as dnely qualified for the ſaid Office unto 
the Tryers, then the ſaid Tryers ſhall have power to ap- 
prove the perſon ſo elefted 94 a Congregationall Elder 
| in 


(43 [ 


inthe place where he is ſo ele&ed, and the perſonſo ap- 
proved is hereby authoriſed to a& with the Miniſter, and: 
the reſt of the Congrepationall Elderfhip,in the Govern- 
ment ofthat Congregation. 

7. That the ſaid Tryers have power to call before them 
thoſe perſons whoſe. names ſhall be returned to them as | 
choſen to be Elders. in any Congregation, to know whe- 
ther *hey are willing to accept of the. ſaid Office, and to | 
receive further ſatisfaQtion from them concerning their 
fitneſle for the ſaid Office, 

8. That what ſhall be done. by the major part. of. the 
Tryers that be preſent, (not being under the number of 
ſeven) incach Claſſis,ſhall be eſteemed as theA& ofall the - 
Tryers of that Clafſis. | Wm q 
| 9. That the Commattee of Lords and Commons here- 
 afrer mentioned, appointed for the judging of Scandall, 
have power to conſtitute Tryers within the Province of 
London,where need ſhall require...  - . 


ep_ 


The Diſtribution of the Province of London into their- 
© Claſficall Elderſhips.. 
1: *T That the Province of London ſhall be divided into | 
© twelve Clafhicall Elderſhips, according to the di- Ty 
ſtributions hereafter following ; | 
Leo The firft C/afis to containe, . 
. Fi L hallowes Breadſtreet,, Andrew Wararop, Anne Black-. 
'_£X-Friers, Auſtins Pariſh, Bennet Pauls-Wharfe, Faiths, 
Gregories, John Evanedift, Margaret Moſes, Martin Lud- 
gate, Mary Aldermary, Mary Le Bow, Matthew. Fryday- 
fred, Mildreds Breadſtreet, Pauls, Peters Panls-Wharfe, 
— ,.*__ The ſecond Clifrs.tocontaine, 
1 A Nthonies vulgo anthbolins, Bennet Sherehogge,lames 
"A. Garlickhithe, Tohn Baptiſt, Martin in the V intrey, Ma- 
ry Magaalin Old Fifhſtreet, Mary Sommerſet, Mary Mount. | 
 #onnt volgo Moanthaw, Michael Quecnhithe, Michael Roy- 
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Royal, Nicholas old Abby, Nicholas Olaves, Paneret Soper + 
luxe, Thomas Apoſtle, Trinity Pariſh. 
 Thethird Claſs to contatne. 
| Lhallowes the Greater, Alballowes the Ltſſe, Allhalowes 

Lumbarſirect, Edmunds Lumbaritreet, Laurence 
Pountney, Mary CAbchurch, Mary Bothaw, Mary Wool- 
charch, Adary Wooknoth,Nicholas Acon, Stephens inValbroek, 
Swithins, 

The fourth Claſs to centaine, 

Narew Hubbert, Bennet Gracecharch, Buttolph Billings- 

gate, Clements in Eafichtap, Dionis Backcharch, 
George Buttolph-lane, Leonard in Eaitcheap, Magnus, Mar- 


garet New-F:ſhſtreet, Martin Orgars, Mary-bill, Michael 


Crooked Lane, Michaell Cornehill, Peters Cornebhill. 
The fifth Claſ5is to containe, 
Nne cAlaerſgate, Buittolph Alderſgate, Brides, Bridge 
well, Chrifchurch, Tohn Zacharie, Leonard Foiterlane, 
Mary Stainings, Michael inthe Corne vulgo Querne,0laves 
SilverFreet, Peter Cheape, Pedaſt alias Fojters. 
The fixth Claſsis rocontaine, 
Lbans Woedſtreet, Alhallowes Hony-Lane, Alphage, 
Giles Creepleg ate, James Chappell, Laurence in the Iury, 
Martin in [remonger-lane, Mary Aldermanbury, Marymand- 
lins Milkflreete, Mary Colecharch, Michael in WoodFRrect, 
Mildred inthe Poultry, Olives inthe Inry. 
The ſeventh Claſsis to containe, 
Lhallowes by the Wall, Bartholmew Exchange, Bennet 
Fyncke, Battolph Biſhops2ate, Chriffophers, Margares 
Lothbury, Michael Baſing ſhaw, Peter Poore, Stevens Coleman- 
ret, | 
The eighth Clafsis to containe, 
| Narew V nder ſhaft, Buttolph Algate, Ethelburge, Hack- 
["'M. ney, Helltns, Iames Dukes place, Katherine Creechurch, 
Leonard Shoreditch, Martins Oteswitch vulgo Outwich, Mary 
SER PR. __ New- 
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( To 
Newington alias Soke NE kf 
The ninth C/aſs:s to containe, 
7 Lhaflowes Barkim, Alhallowts-Stainings, Dunſtans in 
"A. the Eaſt, Gabriell Femchurch, Katheria Coleman, Ka- 
therin Tower, Margaret Pations, Olaves Hartſtreet, Peters in 
” Tower, Stepney, Trinity Minories, Wapping, Whitechap- 
| pet, © : 


The tenth C/aſ5is to containe, 
Gre Sout hwarke, Lambeth, Mary Magdalen Bermond. 
T/:y, Mary Overs, Newington Buts, Olaves Southwarke, 
Rotherhithe vulgs Redriffe,T homas Hoſpitall,T homas South- 
warke, | | 
The eleventh C/aſsis to containe, - 
Lements Danes, Giles in the Fields, Knightsbridge, Mar- l 
garets Weſtminſter, Martins in the Fields, Newcharch, | 
Peters Weſtminſter, Pauls Chappell in Covent Garden, 
© "The twelfth Cliaſs:i5s to containe, 
A Niarew Holbourne, Bartholmew the Greater, Barthol- 
| mew the Leſſe, Charterhouſe, Din#fons in the Weſt, 
Tames Carkenwell, Mary 1ſlingtons, Sepulchres, 

-. That all the ſeverall Pariſhes and Places within the 
Cities of London and Weftminfter, and the parts adjacent,. 
according as they are diſtinguiſhed into Twelve ſeveral! 
Clafſes, ſhall be the extent and bounds of the Prevince of 
London. E 

3. That the Chappell of the Rolles, the two Serjcants. 
Innes, and the foure Innes of Court, ſhall be under the 
Presbyteriall Government of thoſe reſpective Claſſes 
within the limits whereof they are ſituate, 

Concerning the Members of the Claſcicall and Congregational! 
Presbyteries in the feverall Counties of the King dome 
of England, and Dominion of Wales. 
i, FTYHat the Committees or Commiſſioners named in: | 
XZ the Ordinance of Sixty Thouſand 11. per _ ; | 
& 1 ated: 


NE i ae ad 


ages 
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Dated the 2 3 of 1uve 1647. or any three or more of them 
ofthe ſeverall Counties of this Kingdome, with the A fi- 
ſRnce of ſuch Miniſters and others as they ſhall thinke 
fir, do forthwith meet, and conſider how their ſeverall - 
Counties reſpectively may be moſt conveniently divided 
intodiftin& Claſſicall Presbyterics, where they arg not al- 
ready divided, and what Miniſters and others are tt te be 
of each c laſſis, andthey ſhall accordingly make ſuch divi- 
fion md nomination of Perſons for each Claſkicall Pref 
bytery, which diviſions, and Perſons ſo named for every 
divifion, ſhall be certified by the ſaid Commaitrees and 
Commiſfioners to the Committee of Lords and Com- 
mons for judging of ſcandall, And that the Chancellors, 
Vicechancellors, and heads of the Univerſities, do like- 
wiſe conſider how the Colleges may be put into Claſh- 
call Presbyteries,. and do certifie the ſame upto the ſaid 
Committee of Lords and Commons ; And that the ſaid 
Certificates be made before the 25. of March next, 
which Committee of Lords and Commons is required 
to approve and confirmethe ſame as they ſhall thinke fir, 
immediately upon receiptof ſuch Certificate, 

2. That the ſaid ſeverall claſſes reſpe@ively,being appro- 
ved as aforeſaid, within their feverall Precin&s, ſhall AX 
andexecute all power belonging to anyClaſlts, & alſo ſhall 
have power to conftitute Congregationall Elderſhips, 
where a competent number of perſons 1o qualified for 
Elders as aforeſaid, ſhall be found 3 And to that end they 
have power to proceed inthe Tryall, examination, appro- 
bation, and removall of ſuch perſons as ſhall be choſen 
Congregational! Elders, as the 'Tryers above mentioned 
are authoriſed to doe : And that all exceptions againſt any 
perſons choſen ro be Eleers, ſhall beex|ibired at the next 


 Monethly meeting of rhe Cliffis; And where no perſons 


ſhall be found fit to be Elders as aforeſaid, then that Com 
B 3 gregation 


(12) 


 grepation ſhall be immediately under the Clafficall Pref- 


byrery, untill that Congregation ſhall be inabled with 
members fit to be Elders as aforeſaid. - 

/3. Thar the ſeverall Claſſis conſtituted as aforeſaid in 
the ſeverall Counties, within the limits of the ſaid reſpe- 
Rive Claſſis, where no Congregationall Presbyteries are 
already fetled, ſhall have from time to time power to no- 
. minate ſuch Minifters and others as are quallified accord- 

ing to this Ordinance, to joyne with them in the ſame, to 
be approved by the Committe of Lords and Commons 
appointed to. judge of ſcandall, untill ſuch time as Con- 


Sregationall Presbyteries ſhall be ſerled in the ſaiarefpe- 
ive Precindts; And that ſuch power ſhall be executed not 


only incafes of death or other departure of any Miniſter 
or Elder from the place of their wonted dwelling, but alſo 
in caſe of increafe of Miniſters, and of fit perſons to be 
Elders in their ſeverall PrecinQs. 
4+ That when the ſaid Congregationall Presbyteries 
ſhall be ſetled within the ſaid limits, that then the ſaid 
Congregationall Presbyteries ſhall a& according to the 
power and direQions of this.Ordinance in that behalfe. 
5. 'That at any ſuch time as ſeven Congregationall 
Elderſhips or more ſhall be conſtituted intoany Claſſicall 
Precin&zin any of the Counties, by the reſpeQive Claſſis 
eabliſhad as aboveſaid, the ſame ſhall by them be ſigni- 
fied to the ſeverall-Congregationall Elderſhips fo eſtabli- 
ſhed,and the ſaid Congregationall Elderſhips ſhall forth- 
with proceed to depute ſuch of their Elders as are moſt 
fit,whotogether with theirMinifter ſhall meet as a Claſlis, 
and ſhall beto all intents and purpoſes thenceforth"the 
Claſfis of that Precin, and execute all power belonging 
toſuch or any former Claſſis,anithe Claſſis formevly con- 
RKituted (hall ceaſe as tothar Precin&. | 
6, That in all ſuch Claſſicall Elderſhip3,whether in the 


Pro- 


——_—_ 
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(13) 
Province of Londen,or inany of the Counticsof the King-- 
dome, there ſhall be out of every Congregationall Elder- 
ſhip, two Elders or more, not exceeding the number of 
foure,and one Miniſter,ſent to every Claſhs, 


7. That the Clafficall Aſſemblies in each Provitice 
within the Kingdome of Exglayd,and Dominion of Wales, 
(hall aſſemble themſelves within one Moneth after they 
ſhall be thus conſtituted, and ſhall thenceforth hold their - 
meetings Monethly by Adjournment, or oftner if need be, 
inſuch certaine place as ſhall be moſt convenient for the - 
eaſe of the people; And that before they fit about any buſi- 
neſſe, there' be a Sermon or expoſition of Scripture made 
by ſome Miniſter of that Clift 
agree amongſt themſelves... ee 
- 8, That forthe more orderly managing of ſlich affaires 
as come before them,. there be one Moderator choſen by 
the Clafſis, at every meeting, out of the Miniſters of the - 
Word,who fhall continue untill the next meeting. 

9. That the Claffis have power to take in ſuch Mini- 
ſters asthey ſhall think fit withintheir Precin&s,although | 
at the preſent there. be no Elderſhip conftituted in the ſaid 
Congregation, . : | | 

Io." That inthe Claſſicall meeting of al Claſſes, that 
which ſhall be done by the .major part preſent, ſhall be 
eſteemed as the AR of the whole Claſſicall number, and 
that no AR done by any Claſlis ſhall be valid and good,un- | 
lefle it be done by the number of twelve preſent, whereof - 
foure at leaſtto be Miniſters, andeight at the Jeaſt Ruling 
Elders, orthe major part of them. ME 

1. That the Congregationall Presbyteries ſhall meet - 
onceevery weeke,and oftner if occafion ſhall require. - 


s,or expeQant,3s they ſhall * 


Com: 


— 
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Concerning the Members of i Provint iall Aſſemblies; 
1, P Hat the Committe of Lords and Commons have 
' power to bound the Provinciall Afemblies in the 

Kingdome of £»glard and Dominion of Wales. 

2-2, That the Provinciall Aﬀemblies ſhall be conſtituted 
of Members ſent from every Claflis within the Province, 
© 3. Thar the number of the Members ſent from every 
Claffis ſhall be ſo proportioned as that the Provincial A(- 
ſemblie may be more in number than any Claſficall Pres- 
byterie,and to that end, they ſhall be at the leaſt two Minij- 
fters, and foureruling Elders out ofeyery C laffis, and that 
where there ſhall be need, the Committee of Lerds and 
Commons for the adjudging of ſcandall, ſhall encreaſe 
rhe number of Delegates which are or ſhall be ſent toany 
Provinciall Aſſembly,as they ſhall thinke fit, 

| 4. That the Elders of the Claflis of the Province of 
Londen ſhall hold their Provinciall Aſſembly in Sign Col- 
lepe, as formerly they have done, and may adjourne their 
meeting de die in diem, and conclude their meeting with 
adjournment unto the next opportunity, as formerly they 
have done; and that no A& hall paſleor be valid in the 
ſ:ijd Province of Londen, but what ſhall. be done by the 
number of fixe and thirty preſetit, or the Major parr of 
them, whereof twelve tobe Miniſters,and foure and twen- 
ty.ruling Elders 3 And that the fi orig the Pro- 
vinciall Aſſembly in the feverall Counties beappointed 
by the Committee, of Lords and Commons aforeſaid, 
and miy adjourne as aforclaid, who are alſo toappoint the 
Quorumthar ſball a& incach Province, 5 


7 That the Provinciall Aﬀembly being conftituted 


ſhall rheet twice every yeare, ot oftner if occaſion ſhall re- 
PLnet 


Concerning 


(15) 


Concerning the Nationall Aſſembly. 


[ Tr Nationall Aſſembly ſhall be conſtituted of 
Members choſen by, and ſent from, the ſeverall 
Provinciall Aﬀemblies aforeſaid; the number of the Mem- 
bers from each Province to the Nationall Aſſemblie ſhall 
be two Miniſters, foureRuling Elders, and five Learned 
and Godly perſons from each Univerſity. 
2. The Nationall Aſſemblie ſhall meete when they 
ſhall be ſummoned by Parliament; andto fit and conti- 
nueas the Parliament ſhall Order,and not otherwiſe. 


Of the Subordination of theſe Aſſemblies. 


I. "PT Hat there be a Subordination of Congregational], 

Clafficall, Provincicall and Nationall Aſſemblies, 
for the Governement of the Church , that ſo Appeales 
may be made from the Inferiour to the Superiour reſpe- 
tively. 

2. bat in all Caſcs of Appealeto the Claſlicall, Pro- 
vincicall, or Nationall Afſemblie, they ſhall have power 
reſpettively to proceede thereupon by examination of 
Watnefles,and otherwiſe,in ſuch manner as the Congrega- 
tionall Elderſhip, from which the Appeale ariſeth, areen- 
abled todoe by this Ordinance of Parliament, and ſhall 
certifie ſuch their proceedings to the faid Elderſhip. 

3. That the Provinciall and Nationall Aſſemblies 
havetheſame power in all points of Governement and 
Cenſures brought before them, within their ſeverall 
bounds reſpeCtively, asdoth belong to Clafficall Presby- 
teries within their ſeverall Alſlociations. Oy 


” +» % . 


- 


k 


the proceedingsagainſt him before rhe Elderſhipof any 
Congregation, hee ſhall have liberty to appeale tothe 
C Claſſicall 


4. Thar ifany perſon ſhall finde himſelfe orieved with 


——— _ _ 
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Claſſicall Fiderfhip, and from thenee to the Provinciall 
Aſſemblie, and from thence to the TO, and from 
thence to the Parliment 


of the Power in  NSend on of all tineſe Aſems! lies,and the 
order to bee obſerve in them. 


"Vat the ſeverall Aſſemblies before mentioned may 
convent and call before them any perſon within 
cheir ſeverall bounds whom 'the Ecclefiaſticall buſinefſe 
that is before them ſhall concerne, either as a partie, or as 
a Witnetle, according tothe nature of the Buſineſſe : And 
that they doe heare and.determme ſuch cauſes and diffe- 
rences as ſhall orderly come before them , and according- 
ly difpence Church Cenſures. 

2. That theſeſeverall Aſſemblies, or the Major part of 
them reſpectively, - ſhall have power by warrant under 
their hands' Cin'allcafes whereof they have-any  Cogni- 
Zance by this Ordinance ) to convent before them all 
perſons againſt whom any Complaint {hall bee brought, 
byvertue of this Ordinance,andall fuch 'witnefſesas ſhall 
be named for the Diſcovery! of the” Ttath'of fuch com- 
plaint : And'in caſeiany perſon ſhall Tefuſe to appeare, 
"Then upon' complaint made tothe 'next Juſtice of the 
Peace, the' party refuſing ſhall bee brotghit before him, 
andin caſe © obltinate perſiſting, ſhall bee committed by 
oy Gd 7 Jultive of” the Peage” il hee” ſubmit unto 


vV; y 
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.., 5 199- Fligt t intheſe meetings of thi foicrall Amblies, 
{| enewl ol! Office i is to labour in the Word and Dotrine, 
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mgdcrate in their proceedings ; who is to Vote as 


We || 1-1; Pa* the reſt of the Members, to'begin and end the 
I 1: Mcting with Prayer, to propoſe ſions, oather the 
(Sov, hk V otes, Pownce the Reſolves; but notto do any at of 


Governe- 
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Government , unlefle in and joyntly with the Afſembly 
whereof he is Moderator. 

4. That all the Members of theſe Aflemblics re(- 

' pectively , are to attend .on the appointed dayes of 

their meetings, or to ſend the reaſons of their abſence 

to bee judged by the Allembly where they are te 

meete. 


The power of Congregationall Elderfſhips or Aſſemblies 
for Governing of a particular 
Congregation. 


I. "Hat the Congregationall Elderſhip, confiſting of 
-* the Miniſter or Minifters, and the other ruling 
Officers of that Congregation, ſhall have power,as they 
ſhall ſee juſt occaſion, to inquire into the knowledge 
- and ſpirituall eſcate of any Member of the Congregati- 
on, to admoniſhand rebuke, to ſuſpend from the Lords 
Table thoſe who are found by them to bee ignorant , 
and Icandalous, and to Excommunicate according tothe 
rules and direCtions hereafter following. 

2. That where there are many ruling Officers in a 
Particular Congregation, ſome of them doe more eſpe- 
cially attend the InſpeCtion of one part, ſome of ano- 
ther, as may bee moſt convenient, and ſome of them 
are at fit times to viſite the ſeverall Families for their ſpi- 
rituall good. OD. 

3- That the Numbers of Elders in each Congregati- 
on bee proportioned according to the condition of the 
Congregation, and the exerciſe of their Office is ſo tobe 
Ordered by the Elderſhip,as that their civill imployment 
may be lealt hindred thereby. | 


C2 The 


£3 (18) 
The power of Claſſicall Aſſemblies. 0 


I. 'F Bat Claſſical] Preſbyteries, which are Aſſemblies 

madeup of Miniſters of the Word, and other ru- 
ling Officers belonging unto ſeveral! neighbouring Con- 
gregations, ſhall have power to confider, debate , and 
refolve,according to Gods VVord, ſuch caſes of con- 
ſcience, or other difficulties in Dofrine, as are brought 
unto them out of their Aſſociation,according as they ſhall 
End needfull for the good of the Churches. 

2. Toexamine and cenſure,according to the VVord, 
any erronious Doctrine, which hath beene vented with. 
m their Aſfociation to the corrapting of the judge. 
ment of men ; And to endeavour the converting and 
reducing of Recuſants , or any other in Errour or 
Schiſme. | 

3.T otakeCognizance of cauſes omitted or negleted in 
the Elderſhip of Particular Congregations, and to receive 
appealesfrom them. 

4. Fo diſpence Cenfures in caſes within their Cog- 
nizance,by Admonition, Suſpenfion. or Excommunica- 
tion. i 

5s, To admoniſh, or further to cenſure, ſcandallons 
Minifters, whether in life or DoGtrine, according tothe 
nature of the offence,and that not onely for ſuch offences 
for which any other Member of the Congregation ſhall 
incurreany cenſureof the Church, ( in which caſe hee is 
to be cenſured by the Claflis with the like cerffure, for the 
like offence ) but likewiſe particularly for Simony,. en- 
terigg into any Miniſteriall charge without allowance 
of Authority, falſe DodGrine, affected lightneſſe, and' 
vanity in Preaching , wilfull negle& of Preaching , or 
{ghr performance of it, wilfull non-Reſidence Tom his 

wo; charge 
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(19) 
charge without call or cauſe approved by the Claſis, 


negle& of Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, or other 


Miniſteriall duties required of him in the DireGory of 
worſhip, depraving and ſpeaking reproachfully againſt 
the wholſome Orders by Authority ſctled in the Church, 
caſting reproach upon the power of godlineſie, which 
heeby his Office ought chiefely to promote, yet ſo as that: 
no Mmiſterbe deprived or degraded, but by the reſoluti- 
tion of a Synod, 

6. Toexamine, Ordaine, and Admit Miniſters forthe 
Congregations reſpectively therein Afociated , accor- 
ding to the Orders and directions hereafter follow - 
Ing. 


The Ordination of Miniſters. 


VVYT= the word Presbyter, that istoſay, Elder. 

and the word Biſhop, doe inthe Holy Scripture 
intend and fignifie one and the fame function, although 
the Title of Biſhop hath beene by corrupt Cuſtome appro- 
priatedito One, and that unto him aſcribed, and by him 
aſhamed , as in other things, ſo in the matter of Ord 
nation, thatwasnot meete; which Ordination notwith-- 
ſtanding being performed by him,a Presbyter joyned with. 
other Presbyrers, wee hold for ſubſtance to be valid, and 
not to beediſclaimed by any that have receivedit; And 
that Presbyters ſo Ordained, being lawfully thereunto 
appointed and' Authorized, may Ordaine other Pregby- 
ters. And whereas alſo it is manifeſt by the VVord of 
God, thatno man oughtto take upon him the Office of 
a Miniſter untill hee be lawfully called and Ordained 
thereunto; and that the worke of Ordination, that is to - 
fay an outward ſolemne ſetting apart of perſons for the 
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(20) 
Office of the Miniſtrie in the Church by the Preachin 


Presbyters, 1s an; Ordinance of Chriſt, and is to bee 


pus ung with all due care, wiſedome, gravity, and ſo- 
enmity ; It iSOrdained by the Lords and Commons a. 
ſembled in Parliament, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
( after advice had with the Aſſembly of Divines now con- 
vened at Weſtminſter, ) That theleverall and reſpective 
Clafficall Presbyters within their ſeverall and reſpeQtive 
bounds, may and ſhall examine, approve, and or- 
daine Presbyters,according to the Directory for Ordi- 
nation, and rules for Examination, hereafter expreſſed, 
that isto ſay; 


Firſt, hee that is to be Ordained , muſt addreſſe him- 
ſelfe to the Presbytery,and bring with him a Teſtimo- 
niall of his taking the Covenant of the Three King- 
domes, of his dilligence and proficiency in his ſtu- 
dies, what Degrees hee bath taken in the Vniverlſity, 
and what hath beene the time of his abode there, and 
withall of his Age, which is to be foure and twenty 
yeares at leaſt ; but eſpecially of his life and converſa- 
tion. 

| Secondly, the Presbytery ſhall proceede to enquire 
touching the Grace of Godin him , and whether heebe 
of ſuch holineſſe of life as is requiſite in a Minifter of 
the Goſpell, and to examine him touching his learning 
and ſufficiency, and touching the evidence of his calling 
to the holy Miniſtery , and in particular, his faire 
and dire&calling to that place to which kee is de- 
ſigned. WL 
The 


bh © = 8 


The Rnles for Examination are theſe. 


TL” © 'T. Bat the party to be examined be dealt with in a 


* brathailly way, with nuldne{le of ſpirit, and with 
Ipectall reipectts the gravity, modelty ,. arid quality of 
LVETY ONE, WE 

2. Hee fhall bee examined touching his «kill in the 
Origmall Tongues 3; and that tryall to. be made by read- 
ing,the Hebrew and Greeke Teſtaments, and rendring 
ſome portions of them iato Latine; Inquiry alſo ſhall be 
made of his knowledge and {kill 1a Logick, Philoſophy, 
and other lcarning, | 

3. It ſhall bee inquired what Authors in Divinity 
heehath read, and isbeſt acquainted with, and whether 
hee hath read and obſerved the Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory, 
and what his {kill 1s1n the Chronology of the Holy Scrip- 


' TUTE. 


4+ Tryall ſhall bee made of his knowledge in the 
chiefe grounds of Religion ,, and of his abllity to de- 
tend the Orthodox Docrine contained in them, a- 
gainſt all unſound and erroneous opinions , efpecially 
thoſe of the preſent Age ; Alſo of his {kill in the fenſe 
and meaning of ſuch places of Scripture as ſhall bee 
propoſed to him, alfo his judgement in caſes of con- 
{cience. h Da 

5. If hee hath not before preached in publicke, with 
approbation of ſuch who have ability to judge, hee ſhall 
ata competent time aſſigned him,and before the Presby- 
tery, preach a Sermon upon ſuch a place of Scripture as 
ſhall be given him. 

6. Hee ſhall in a competent time alſo frame a diſ- 
courſe in Latine, upon ſuch a common place or contro- 
verſie in Divinity as fhallbe aſſigned him, and exhibite 

te 


(22) 
to the rey ſuch Theſes as expreſle the ſumme 
thereof, and maintaine a diſpute upon them; alſo hee 
ſhall preach before the people, the Presbytery , or ſome 
of the Miniſters of the Word appointed by them, being 
preſent. 

7. The proportion of his Gifts, in relation to the 
coo unto which hee is called , ſhall bee confide- 
red. 

8. Beſides the tryall of his Gifts in preaching, hee 
ſhall undergoe an Examination in the jm two ſe. 
verall dayesor more, if the Presbytery ſhall jadge it ne- 
cellary. OT 

Thirdly, after which hee being approved , is to 
bee ſent to the Church , or other place, where hee is 
to ſerve , if it may bee done with ſafety and conve- 
niency , there to Preach Three ſeverall dayes, and 
to converſe with the People, that they may have try- 
all of his Gifts for their edification , and may have 
timeand leaſure toinquireinto, and the better to know, 
his life and converſation. 

Fourthly , in the laſt of theſe three dayes appoin- 
ted for the making knowne of his Gifts in Preach- 
ing , there ſhall bee ſent from the Presbytery to the 
Congregation a publique inſtrument in writing, which 
ſhall publiquely bee read before the people , and after 
affixed to the Church-Doore, to lignifie ſuch a day 
any member or members of the {aid Congregation, or 
any other perſon or perſons whatſoever , or any of 
them, may put in, with all Chriſtian diſcretion and 
meekeneſle, what exceptions they have apainſt Him, 
and if upon the day appointed there: bee no juſt ex- 
ceptions againſt Him, the Presbytery ſhall proceede to 
Ordination. 
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Fifthly, 


"FEI 


work ſake. 


TRY (23) 

Fifthly, upon the day appointed for Ordination, 
which is to be performed in that Church where he that 
is to be ordained is to ſerve (if it may be dorie with 
ſafety and conveniency)a ſolemne Faſt thall be kept by 


_ the Congregation , that Faw, may more earneſtly joyn 
I 


in prayer te God forableſling upon the perſon and 
labour of this his ſervant ſolemnly to be ſet apart to 
the Office of the Miniſtery for their good; the Preſ- 
bytery ſhall come to the place, or ſome Miniſters of the 
Word, fiveatthe leaſt, thall be ſent from the Presby- 
tery , whereof one ſhall preach to the People concer- 
ning the Office and duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt, 


and how the pegple ought to eſteeme him for the 


Sixthly, afag#e Sermon ended, the Miniſter which 
hath preachedthall, in the face of the Congregation, 
demand of him who is now to be ordained, concerning 
hisfaith in Chriſt Jeſus, 8 his perſwaſion of thetruth of 
the reformed Religion according to the Scriptures ; his 
ſincere intentions and ends in deliring to enter into this 
calling 3 his reſolution to uſe conſtant diligence in 
Prayer, Reading, Meditation, Preaching , miniſtring 
the Sacraments, and doing all Miniſteria)l duties to- 
wards his charge with his whole defire, as in the pre- 
ſence of God, ſoas may moſt further their edification 
and falvation; his zeale and faithfulnefle in maintai- 
ning the truth of the Goſpell,and purity of the Church 
againſt Errour and Schiſme ; his care that himſelfe and 
family may be unblameable;and examples to the flock, 
and his full purpoſe to contmue in his duty againſt all 

trouble and perſecution. 
Seventhly , in all which having declared himſelfe, 
profefled his willingneſſe , and promiſed his endea- 
D Vours 


'£24) 
yours by the help of God,the Presbytery,or Miniſters 
- ſent from them, ſhall ſolemnly ſet him apart to the 
Oifce and worke of the Miniſtety , laying their hands 
on him , with a ſhort prayer or bleſſing, to this etfett: 
- - Thankefully acknowledging the great mercy of God 
#n ſending of Teſus Chriſt for the redemption of his 
people, and for his aſcenſ#on to the right hand of God 
the Father, and there pouring ont his Spirit , and 
giving gifts to Men, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Pro- 
phets, Paſtors, and 1 eachers , for the gathering antl 
building np of bis Church, and for futing and in- 
clining 13s man to this great worke ; to beſeech him . 
8 fill hin with his holy Spirit, whom in his Name 
hes im- -W2 * ſet apart to this holy ſervice, to fulfill the worke 
wn of Þ18 Miniſtery in all things ; that he may both ſave 
bis head. Hzſelfe,and the people committed to his charge. _ 
- Eightly, this or the hke forme of prayer or bleſſing 
being ended,letthe Miniſter who preached, briefly ex- 
-kort bim-to conſider, the. greatneſle of his Office and 
worke, the danger of negligence both to kimſelfe and - 
his people.the bleſſing which will accompany his faith- 
fulneſle in this life and that to-come ; withall let him ex«- 
hort the people, and charge them in the name of God, 
willingly to receive and acknowledge him as the Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, and to maintaine, incourage and aſſiſt 
him in all the parts of his Office, and fo by prayer com- 
mending bcth him and his flock to the grace of God, 
after the ſinging of a Pſalme,let the Aſſembly be diſmiſ- 
tcamihan baulbg. - tonne in: 
Ninthly,let ſuch as are or ſhall be choſen or sppoine 
| te 
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ted for the ſervice of Ariny, ory , Colleges, or ©- 
ther charge, be ordained as aforeſaid, in ſuch Church 
as the Clafſicall Presbytery to which they ſhall addreſle 
themſelves ſhall think fit, and ſuch alterations made by 
the Miniſter that ordaineth, from the exhortation laſt; 
before.-preſcribed,as the circumſtance of place and per- 
fon ſhall require. TY oh 

Tenthly, let every one which 1s or ſhall be choſen or 
appointed for any place or congregation., not being at 


. that time within the bounds of any Claflicall Presby- 


tery,be ordained by that Claſlis of Presbyters which 
he ſhall addreſlſe himſelfe unto, or by five, or any grea- 
ter number of Miniſters of the Word, to be ſent from: 


that Presbytery 3 which Ordination isto be performed 


according to the rules and directions before preſcribed, 
as farre as with {afety and conveniency may be- - - 


And be it further Ordained by the ſaid Lords and 
Commons, and by the authority aforeſaid, that every 
perſon formerly ordained a Presbyter,according to the 
forme of Ordination which hath been held in- the 
Church of Exeland, and is to be removed to another 


charge, dobring to the be nab where he is to be 


placed, ifthere beany, andif not, then to ſome other, 
Presbytery, a teſtimomall of his ordination, and of his 
abilities and converſation, whereupon his fitneſle for 
that place to which he is to be removed ſhall be tried 
by his preaching there, and (if it ſhall be judged ne- 


 ceilary) by a further examination, and ſo without any 


new ordination he ſhall be admitted, if he be appro- 
ved,as fit for. that place; And if any perſon ordained 
Miniſter in Scotland, or in any other reformed Church, 
tedeſigned to a Congregation in Ergland, he ts to bring 
bed D 2 from 
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| fa6d- -- | 
from that Church to the Presbytery where he'is to be 


comrnggl there be any,& ifnot thento ſome other Pres- 


ytery, a ſufficient teſtimoniall of his ordination, of his 
life and converſation while he lived with them. and of 
the cauſes of his removall, and to undergoe ſuch a 
triall of his fitneſſe and fufficiency,and to have the ſame 
courſe held with him in other particulars,as is ſet down 
19 the foregoing rule, and proviſion, touching the exa- 
mination and admiſhon of perſons formerly ordained 
in England, 

Andait is further Ordained, that records be carefully 
kept by the Regiſter to be nominated by the Presby- 
tery,of the names of the perſons ordained , with their 
Teſtimonials,of the time and place of their erdination, 
and of the Miniſters who did ordaine them, and of the 
Charge to which they are appointed'; and thatno mo=- 
ney or gift of what kinde ſoever fhall be received from 
the perſon to be ordained , or from any on his behalfe, 
for ordination. or ought elſe belonging to it, by the 
Presbytery, or any of them,or any appertaining to any 
of them, upon what pretence ſoever, except to the 
Regiſter for the entry, inſtruments, and teſtimoniall 
of his ordination, which fhall not exceed the ſumme of 
ten ſhi!lings for each perſon ordained. 

Anditis yet further Ordained by the authority afore- 
faid, that all perſons who ſhall be ordained Presbyters 
according to this DireCtory , ſhall be for ever reputed 
and taken, to all intents and purpoſes, for lawfull and 
ſufficiently authorized Miniſters of the Church of Exg- 
land, and as capable of any Miniſteriall imployment in 
the Church, with the rights and profits belonging there- 
unto, as any other Presbyters whatſoever already or- 
dained or hereafter to be ordained 3 And that ey re(- 
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(27) 
byters, who are hereby appointed and authorized to 
orgaine,and ſhall (according to this preſent Directory) 
ordaine any one or more Presbyters, are hereby de- 
clared to perform an acceptable ſervice to this Church 


and Kingdome, and ſhall have the proteCtion of both 


houſes of Parliament for their indempnity : And what 

Presbytery ſoever, being indue manner deſired, ſhall 

without juſt and true caufe, refuſe, or deferre to orgdain 

any Presbyter, whom by the Rules and direction of this 

Ordinance they ought to ordaine, or ſhall omit, or neg- 

le&, to obſerve the folemnity of ordination, in that de-- 
cent, and grave, and Godly manner as is meet, It is 

hereby declared, That they are guilty ofa very great 
offence, and deſerve ſevere puniſhment. 


The Power ef Synodicall Aſſemblies. 


1. Hat Synodicall Aſſemblies, whether Provinciall 
or Nationall, conſiſting of Paſtors, Teachers, 


 Chureh-governours.,and other tit perſons(when it ſhall 


be deemed expedient) where they have a lawfull cal- 
ling thereunto, have Ecclefiaſticall power and authori- 
ty to judge and determine controverſies of faith, and 
caſes of conſcience according to the word. 

| 2. They may alſo excommunicate, and. diſpence 
other Church-cenſures, in cafes that are< orderly 
brought before them. 


Of Church Cenſures, and firſt of Suſpenſion 
from the Sacrament. 
1. Hat the ſeverall Elderſhips reſpectively, within 


their reſpective bounds and limits, have power to 
ſuſpend 


. 


is 


_ 


_---That there is but one Mediator betwixt God and 


' third day from thedead, aſcended into heaven, fits at 


_ | (28) 
ſuſpend from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper: all 
Ignorant and ſcandalous perſons, within the Rules 
hereafter following,and according to the ſaid-Rules and 


directions. - 7 FA 


Rules and Dire@ions, concerning Suſpenſion from 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, in = 
CARLO TREE: 5. 


7. A Elſuch perſons, who ſhall be admitted to the 
| Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ought to know 


' That there is a God); thatthere 1s but one everliving 


and true God, maker of heaven:and earth.:and Gover- 
nour of all things; that this onely true God is the God 
whom we worlhip; that this God is but one God, yet 
three diſtinct perſons, the Father, Sonne, and holy 
Ghoſt,/all equally God. OLDIES 30-28 
"That Godereated man after his own Image. in know- 
ledge, righteouſneſle and true holineſle; that by one 
man ſinneentered into the world, and death by ſin, and 
ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have finned; 
that thereby they areall dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and 
are by nature the Children of wrath, and ſfolyableto e- 
tervall death. the wages of every lin; SES 


Man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, who is alſo over all God 

bleſſed for ever, neither 15 there ſalvation in any other. 

That he was conceived by the holy Ghoſt, and born 

of the Virgin Mary, that he dyed upon the Croſle to ſave 

'his people from'their ſinnes, that heroſe againe the 
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k 29 , 
the right hand of God, and makescontinuall interceſſi- - 
on for us, of whoſe fulnefle we receive all Grace necef- 
fary to Salvation. ES Jp 
That Chriſt and his benefits are applyed onely by 
faith; that faith is the gift of God, and that we have it, 


not ofourfelves, bur it is wrought inus by the word 


and ſpirit of God. CER Cr op 

T hat faith 1s that Grace, whereby we beleeve andtruſt 
in Chri't for remiſſion of fins and life everlaſting, ac- 
cording tothe promiſes of the Goſpell; that whoſo- 
ever believes not on the fonne of God, ſhall not ſee life, 
but ſhall perith eternally. | 
That they who truly repent of their {ins do ſee them, 
ſorrow for them, and turn from them to the Lord: and 


| that except men repent, they ſhall ſurely periſh. 


T hat a Godly life is confcionably ordered according 
to the word of God, in holinefle and righteouſneſle, 
without which no man ſhall ſee God. 

That the Sacraments -are - ſeales ofthe Covenant of 
Grace in the bloud of Chrilt;that the Sacraments of the 
new Teſtament are Baptifme and the Lords Supper ; 
That the outward Elements inthe Lords Supper are 
bread and wine, and doe lignifie the body and bloud of 
Chriſt-crucihed; which the worthy receiver by faith 
doth partake of in this-Sacrament, which Chriſt hath 
likewiſe ordained for the remembrance of his death; 
that whoſoevereatsand drinkes unworthily,-- is guilty 
of the body and bloud ofthe Lord, and therefore that 
every one 15 toexamine himſelfe, leſt he eat and drinke 
Judgement to himſclte, not diſcerning the Lords body. 
.- -'T hat the ſoules of the faithfull .after death doe 1m- 
mediately. live with Chriſtin bleſſedneſle; and that the 
Fouts EY oules 


- "C983 
ſoules of the wicked do kndietely g0e into hell Tor- 
ment 3 that there (hall be a reſurrection of the bodies, 
both of the juſt and unjuſt at the laſt day, at which time 
all ſhall appear before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, to 
receive according to what they have done in the body, 
whether it be good or evill, and that the righteous ſhall | 
gointo life eternall, and the wicked into everlaſting 
puniſhment 
2. Thoſe who have a competent meaſure of nnder- 

ſtanding, concerning the matters contained in theſe Ar- 
ticles, ſhall not be kept back from the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper for Ignorance; and the.examination and 
judgement of ſuch perſons, as ſhall for their Ignorance 
of ta aforeſaid points of Religion not be admitted to 

the Sacramentof the Lords Supper, is tobe in the 
power ofthe Elderſhip of every Congregation. 


Rates and DireFions, concerning Suſpenſion from the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, in Caſes 
of Scandall. 


I Y from the ſeverall and reſpective Elderſhips, ſhall 

> have power to ſuſpend from the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper all ſcandalous perfons hereafter menti- 
oned, appearing to beſuch upon/Juſt proof made there- 
of in fuch manner asby this preſent Ordinances here- 
after appointed, that isto ſay, all perſons that ſhall 
blaſphemouſly ſpeake or write any thing of God, his 
huly wordor Sacraments,all renouncers ofthe true pro- 
teſtant Religion profeſſed in the Church of es z 

n 


: (31) 
And all perſons that ſhall by Preaching or Writing 
maintain any ſuch Errors as do ſubvert any of thoſe Ar- 
ticles, the ignorance whereof doth render any perſon ex» 
cluded from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper; An In- 
ceſtuous perſon, an Adulterer, a Fornicator, a Drunkard, 
a prophane Swearer or curſer ; One that hath taken away 


| the Life of any perſon maliciouſly, All Worſhippers of 


Images, Crofles, Crucifixes, or Reliques; All thar ſhall 
make any Images or Pictures of the Trinity, or of any 
perſon thereot; All religious Worſhippers of Saints, 
Angels, or any meer creatures; Any perſon that ſhall 

rofeſs himſelf not to be in charity with his Neighbors, 
all perſons in whom Malice appeats, and they refuſe to be 
reconciled; any perſon that ſhall challenge any other per- 
ſon by word, meſſage or writing, to Fight, or that ſhall 
accept ſuch Challenge, and agree thereto; Any perſon 
that ſhall knowingly carry any Challenge by word, meſ- 
ſage or writing ; Any perſon that ſhall upon the Lords 
day uſe any Dancing, Playing at Dice, or Cards, 


or any other Game, Maſquing, Wakes, Shooting , 


Bowling , Playing , playing at Foot- ball, Stool-ball, 
Wreſtling , or that ſhall make or reſort unto any Plays, 
Interludes, Fencing, Bull- baiting, or Bear- baiting , or 
that ſhail uſe Hawking, Hunting or courſing, Fiſhing or 
Fowling , or that ſhall publiquely expoſe any Wares to 
ſale, otherwiſe then is provided by an Ordinance of Par- 
liament of the Sixth of Apr:1,1644. Any perſon that ſhill 
Travel on the Lords day without reaſonable cauſe ; Any 
perſon thar keeperh a known Stews or Brothel- houſe, or 
tha ſhall ſolicite the chaſticy of any perſon for himſelf or - 


_ any other ; Any perſon, Father or Mother, that ſhall con- 


ſent ro the Marriage of their childe ro a Papiſt, or any per- 
ſon thac ſhall marry a Papiſt; Any perſon thar ſhall repair 
for any Advice to any Witch , Wizard, or Fortune- 

FI 'E | tellers 
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teller, Any perſon that ſhall menace or afſault his pa- 
rents, or any Magiſtrate, Miniſter, or Elder in the execu- 
tion of his Office; Any perſon that ſhall be Legally 
artainred of Barratry, Forgery, Extortion or Bribery. 

IT; Thar the Elderſhip of every Congregation ſhall 
have power to examine any perſon complained of for any 
matter of Scandal aforeſaid ; And upon confeſſion of the 
party before the.Elderſhip co have committed ſuch an 
Offence, to Suſpend any ſuch perſon from the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper; and the Elderſhip of every Congre- 
Sarion ſhall examine upon Oath ſuch Witneſles as ſhall 
be produced before them, either for the acquitting or 
condernning of the party accuſed of any of rhe taid Scan- 
dalous crimes aforeſaid not capital ; And the Elderſhip of 
every Congregation ſhall judge the matrer of Scandal 
aforeſaid being not capital, upon the Teſtimony of Two 
credible Witneſſes at the leaſt. 

III. Thar the ſeveral and reſpeRive Elderſhips, in their 
feveral and reſpeRive proceedings ſhall obſerve theſe in- 
ſuing Caurtions : 

1. That Cognizance and Examination of any capiral 
Offence ſhall be by the Magiſtrate thereunto appoinred 
by the Law of the Kingdom, who, if he ſhall commir the 
party queſtioned to priſon , or ſecure him or her by Bail, 
he ſhall thereof make Certificate unto the Elderſhip of 
the Congregation where he or ſhe did laſt reſide , orto 
any orher Elderſhip, who ſhall thereupon have power to 
Suſpend the parry from the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper. : 

2. The Presbytery or Elderſhip ſhall not have cogni- 
zance of any thing wherein any marrer of Payment, 
Contra& or Demand is concerned, or of any matrerof 


Conveyance, Tile, Intereſt or Property in Lands or 
Goods. EL 


3. No 
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3, No uſe ſhall be made Þ any Confeſſion or proof 
made before the Elderſhip at any Tryal at Law, of any 
perſon for any offence. 

4. Thar it any perſon ſhall commit any ſcandalous 
offence (not enumerated in this Ordinance) upon the day 
of the Adminiſtration of rhe Sacrament of the Lords- 
Supper in the face of the Congregation afrer ir is aſſem- 
bled, The Miniſter of that Congregation ſhall forbear ro 
adminiſter the Sacrament to ſuch a perſon for that time, 
and he ſhall forthwith certifie the ſaid offence and for- 
bearance unto the Committee of Lords and Commons 


hereafter mentioned : and upon certificate ſo made, the 


ſaid Committee ſhall proceed thereupon, as in other 
caſes not enumerated, 

5. Tharif any member of a Congregation ſball by 
vertue of this Ordinance of Parliament, either for Igno- 
rance, or for any offence of Scandal, be ſuſpended from 
the Sacrament of the Lords: Supper, and being ſo ſu- 
ſpended, ſhall offer himſelf ro any other Congregation 
to receive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper together 
with them, the Miniſters and Elders of ſuch Congre- 
gation, having notice of ſuch ſuſpenſion, ſhall not with- 


out certificate from the Congregation whereof he is a 


meraber, that his ſuſpenſion is taken off, admir him unto 
the Sacrament. 

6. Thacany Miniſter of a Congregation may be ſu- 
ſpended from giving or receiving ; and any Elder from 
receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, for che 
ſame cauſcs, and in the ſame maner, and have the like 
bencfic of Appeal, as any other perſon may by this Ordi- 
nance : And after ſuch ſuſpenſion of rhe Eider from the 
Sacrament, the Elder fo ſuſpended ſhill nor execute thar 
Office during his ſuſpenſion, until che Appeal be dcrer- 


mined, andif upon Appeal that ſuſpenſion appear 10 


2 have 
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have been juſt, then nb to be choſen in his place. 

7. Thar in caſe of ſuch ſuſpenſion of any Miniſter, 
tlie Claſſhs whereunto the faid Congregation doth be- 
long, ſhall appoint ſome fir perſon or perſons for the ſup- 
ply of char place, during ſuch ſuſpenſion, and ſhall have 
power to allow convenient maintenance for that end, out 
of the profits belonging to the Miniſter ſo ſuſpended , 
and have hereby power to Sequeſter and imploy the 
lame for thit purpoſe. 

$ Thartin all caſes of ſuſpenſion of any perſon from 
the Sacrament, the party ſuſpended (upoa manifeſtacion 
of his or her Repentance before the Elderſhip by whom 
the party was faſpended) ſhall be admitted again unto the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and the ſuſpenſion 
thenceforth ſhall be void. 

And becauſe rhe Lords and Commons in Parliament 
aſſembled having it always in their purpoſe and intention, 
and it being accordingly Declared and Reſolved, Thar all 
forts of notorious ſcandalous Offenders ſhal be ſuſpended 
from the Sacramenr, Beit Ordained, That Alzernoy Earl of 
Northumberland, Henry E: of Kent, Iohn E: of Rutland, Philip 
Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery,Theophilus E: of Lincoln, 
Charls Earl of Notingham, Fames Earl of Suffolk, William 
Earl of Salibury, Fohn Ear! of Bridgewater, Robert Earl of 
Warwick, Bazil Earl of Denbigh, Fames Earl of Middleſex, 
Edward Earl of Mancheſter, Edmund Earl of Mnlgrave, 
Heary Earl of Stamford, Walter Yilcount Hereford, Wiltians 
Lord Viſcount Say and Seal, George Lord Berkley, Francis 
Lord Dacres, Philip Lord Whartes,Charls Lord ae laWare, 
Dudley Lord Nevth , Fohn Lord Hanſdon , Charls Lord 
Stanhope, Edward Lord Moantagne, William Lord Grey of 
Wark, Fobn Lord Roberts, William Loxd Maynard, Edward 
Lord Howard of Eſcrich, Thimas Lord Bruce. 

Francis Reus, Edmuzrd Prideanx Eiq; Sir Henry Fane 
Senior, 
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Senior, Fobn Glyn Eq; Recorder of London, Sir Robert - 
Harley, Buiſtrode Whit .ock, Humphrey Salaway, Eqs; Fohn 
Wilde Sergeant at Law, Oliver St. Fohns Eq; His Maje- 
ſties Solicitor, Sir Benjamin Rudyard Knight, Mr, Tate, Sit 
Fohn Clotworthy Kriight , John Maynatd Eſq, Sir Henry 
Vane Junior Knight WiHiam Piervepont, William Wheeler, 
Eſqs; Sir William Maſham, Walter Tong. Sir Fohn Evelyn 
Knight, Fohn Se/den, Samnel Brown, Eſqs, Sir William 
Strickland, Walter Long, Herbert Morley, Geerze Swelling, 
Eſqsz Sir Harbottle Grimſton Baronet, John Boyſe, Richard 
Shuttleworth. Eſq, Sir Fohn Danvers, Fohn Crew Bſq; Sir 
Anthony Irby, Six Fo5n Holland, Luke Robinſon, Thomas We- 
ſtrow, Denzil Hollis. Henry Lucas, Eqs; Sir Fohn Dreydon, 
Robert Reynolds Eiq, Sir Thomas Middleton, Robert Fenner, 
Henry Oxenden E\qs,; Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Sir Fohn Burgoyn, 
Sir Edward Ayſcongh, Fohn Snynfen E'q, Sir Henry Hey- 
man,Edward Leigh E'q, Sir Thomas Wroth, Samuel Got Eſq; 
Sir Foha Banfield, Fohn Palmer Door of Phyſick, Lau- 
rence Whitacre Eſq, Sir Arthur Heſilrige. Sir Dadlcy North, 
Sir Wili;am Waller. Nathanael Bacon, Richard Edwards, Luke 
Hodges,E\qs; Sir William Lewts, Francis Allen, Giles Green, 
lohn Gourdon, Dents Bond, Elqs, Sir Petcy Wentworth, Sir 
Samuel Lnke, Edward Bainton E'q, Richard Salaway Junior, 
Simon Theloal, Oliver Crommel. E{gs; Iſaac Peninzton Eq; 
Alderman of the City of London, 1chn Yep Eſq; lohn 
Bond DoRor of Law, Sir Richard Onſlow, Sir William Ar- 
myn, William Ayſcough, George Abbit, Cornelius Hollayd, 
Tohn Blakiſton, Eſfqe, Lord Herbert, Sir Walter Erle, Henry 
Marten Eq; Sir Thomas Dacres, Richard Brewn, William 
Ellzs, Iohn Liſle, William Aſhhurſt, E'qs, Sir John Trevor, 
Sir Nathanael Barnaraiſion , Thomas Lord Wenman , Sir 
Martin Lumley, Samuel Yaſe!, Ierwis Pizot, Tohn Hutchinſon, 
Thomas Hatcher, Tames Fiennes, Valentine Walton, Iohn Stes 
phens, Eſqs; Sir 1ohn Evelyn of Suirey, Themas Scot, Tho- 
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mas Pury, Henry Peck, There Hedges of Gloceſterſhire, 
Will: Leman, Richard Winwood Iohn Lowry, Eſqs, Sir Martin 
Liſter, Sir Edmnnd Fowel, Robert Wallop, Richard Whitehead, 
Nathamael Hallows, Robert Brewſter, Eiqs; Sir Edward Haun- 
gerford, Richard Norton Eſq, Sir Thomas Barnardiſton, Sir 
Thomas Trenchard, Miles Cerbet Eſq, Sir Henry Mildmay, 
Thomas Atkins Eilq; Alderman of the City ot London, 
Charls Lord Cranbors, Roger Hill Eſq, Sir Iohn Barrington, 
Tehn Trtnchard E\qz Sir Tohn Corbet , Alexander Popham 
Eſq; Sir I#hz Cook, Tohn Nut, Ralph Aſhten, Richard Barwk, 
William Armyn, 'Richard Tolſon, Eſqs; Sir Henry Cholmley, 
Sir Thomas Widdrington, George Fenwick, Edmund Ludlow, 
Lillyboye Long, Francis Drake, Eſqs, Sir Michael Liveſey, 
Eaward Stephens Eſq; Sir William Spring, Tames Herbert, 
Henry Lanrence, John Roll, Thomas Sandys, Eſqs; Sir The- 
mas Malyvaret, Sir William Litton, Nathanael Fiennes, Wil: 
Purefoy,Eſqs;Sir 10h: Palgrave,Sir 1chn Pots, Toh: Doddridge, 
Teh: Nelthorp, Richard Roſe, Will: Prieftley,Tho: Grove,Eſqs, 
or any Nine of them, ſhall be a Committee of Lords 
and Commons to Adjudge and Determine Scandalous 
Offences not formerly enumerared ; And the Elderſhips 
ſhall proceed in the Examinations of ſuch Scandalous 
Offences, according to the Cautions and Reſtrictions 
mentioned herein, and the ſaid Committee ſhall have 
ſuch power, and ſhill proceed in ſuch ſorr, as is hereafter 
mentioned. | 

If any Notorious and Scandalous Offence not former- 
ly enumerated , be committed by any within any Elder- 
ſhip, and ſo afrer full proof ſhall be found before the El- 
derſhip , who ſhall have power to examine Proofs and 
Witneſſes on both ſides, tm caſe both the Elderſhips and 
the party complained of do agree the Proofs and Exami- 
nations to be duly taken, the ſaid Elderſhip ſhall forth- 

with certifie the ſaid Offence, with the Proofs, to bs 
al 


ſaid Committee of Parkin , who ſhall with all con- 
venient ſpeed Determine and Adjudge the ſame : But in 
caſe the party accuſed ſhall finde himſelf grieved , cither 
by the not Examination or undue Examination of Wit- 
neſſes,or mil. entring of the Depofſitions, in ſuch caſe he 
ſhall forthwich Declare the fame ro the Elderſhip, who 
ſhall relieve him if there be cauſe ; whichif they ſhall noc 
do, then the Three Juſtices of Peace next ro the Pariſh 
whereof che party complained of is a member,or any two 
of them not being of the ſame Elderſhip before whom 
the complaint lies, ſhall have power, and are hereby ena- 
bled and required, forthwith ro examine upon Oath the 
ſaid Witneſles that were not examined or were mil-exami- 
ned, or whoſe Depoſitions were miſ-entred, and with all 
convenient ſpeed return the Examination ro rhe ſaid 


| Commitree of Parliament : And in caſe the ſaid Juſtices 


or any two of them do not finiſh their Examination wirh- 
in {ix days after the cauſe ſhall be preſented unto them, 
rhe party ſhall abſtain until they have finiſhed and certi- 
fied their Examinations; And the ſaid Commicree, vpon 
hearing the whole marter from the Elderſhip and Juſtices, 
or either of them , ſhall Adjudge whether the ſame be a 
Notorious and Scandalous Offence, and ſo proved or nos; 
in caſe the ſaid Commitree thall nor Adjudge and Derer- 
mine the caſe within Fourteen days after che receipt of the 
Certificare ro them made, rhe party againft whom rhe 
{aid Certificare ſhall be made , ſhall abſtain from the Sa- 
crament until rhe Committee ſhall Determine che ſame, 
unleſs in the mean time rhe party ſhall ſhew his Repen- 
tance for the ſaid Offence, and thereof give fſatisfaRion to 
the Elderſhip. Andifrheſaid Commitrree ſhall Adjudge 
the ſame nor ro be a Scandalous Offence , or-not well 
proved.the {aid party thall be admitted rothe Sacrament; 
and if they ſhall Adjudge the fame ro be,a Scandalous 

Offence 


Offence and fo proveg gr ſhall not be admitted to the 
Sacrament until he ave teſtified his Repentance to 
the Eldeiſhip. Ah 
-- 'And be irgurther Ordained , That the Elderſhip ſhall 
either. give perſonal notice to the puty complained of 
before them,or elſe leave notice in writing at his dwelling 
place, of the time and place, when and whete they will 
examine Witnefles againſt him, and alſo of the time that 
they will make their Certificate to the Commitcee of 

Parliament; and in caſe Information ſhall be given tothe. 
Elderſhip, of a Notorious and Scandalous Offence com- 
mitted by any within their Eldet ſhip, they ſhall forthwith 
proceed to the Examination thereof; and if they cannor 
finiſh their Examination rill the week before the Sacra- 
ment , and they ſhall then finde by ſufficient proof thar he 
hath committed a Notorious and Scandalous Offence, 
and yet they cannot certifie the ſame before the Sacra- 
ment , it being to be adminiſtred within a week after ; in 
ſuch caſe the parry ſhall abſtain from the Sacrament for 
the next time only; unleſs the Committee of Parliament, 
£0 whom the ſame is to be certified ,. ſhall Adjudge the 
fame a Notorious and Scandalous Offence, and ſo 
proved, for which he ought to be kept from the Sacra- 
ment; andin ſuch caſe, upon the teſtifying of his Repen- 
eance to the Elderſhip, he ſhall be again reſtored to the 
Sacrament,and not before. 

. And beit further Ordained, It any ſhall finde them- 
ſelves agrieved with the Judgement againſt him given by 
the- ſaid Committee, they ſhall appeal from thence to 
both Houſes of Parliament, it chey ſee cauſe. 

And be i. Ordained, That the Committee ro whom the 
ſaid Cercificate ſhall be made as aforeſaid , ſhall Report 
to.both Houſes the ſaid ſeveral caſes to them certified, 
and their Judgements thereupon, thar ſo the Offences not 
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yet enumerared, may be added tothe enumeration, in Caſe 
the Houſes ſhall ſo think fir, And in their Reports they 
ſhall rake care, That they firſt Report thoſe Certificates, 
and their Opinions thereupon, wherein they art any time 
ſhzll differ from the Elder ſhip, 

Be it further Ordained , Thar theſe Rules and Inſtru- 
Rions following be carefully obſerved by the reſpeRive 
Elderfſhips, in the difpencing of this Cenſure of Sulpen- 
ſion from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 

1. That none be ſuſpended from the Sacrament before 

Admonition, unleſs the commiſſion of the fin, or the in- 
formation thereof to the Elders, be ſo immediately betore 
the time of the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, that 
rnere be no ſpace for Admonition. 
. 2, Thar Offences which are private be not brought 
unto the Elderſhip, unleſs the Offendor be privately ad- 
monithed, and is not amended by ſuch private admo- 
nition. 

3. That inall cafes, the Elderſhip ſpecially labour to 
convince the perſon offending , of the finfulneſs of that 
which is proved againſt him, and then of the aggrava- 
tions, as they ſhall be needful. 

4+ Thar if they ſhall ſee cauſe to judge after the preſ- 
ſing of it upon his conſcience , thar he yer remains uncon- 
vinced that it isa fin, and therefore doth not expreſs any 

Repentance for it , but notout of ſtubbornneſs and Ob- 
ſtinacy, then they are not to ſuſpend him from the Sa- 
crzment, until further endeavors have been uſed to con- 
vince him, unleſs it appear that his Admiſſion would be 
icandalous to the Congregation, 

5. Thatin leffer Offences brought before the Elder- 
ſhip, they proceed with ſpecial Lenity, as in greater with 
ſpecial Zeal, and ſo accordingly be more flow or quick 
in cenſuring thoſe that are found guilty, and niore tacile 

Or 


(40) 
or wary in admitting exprefſions of Repentance. 

6. Thar it upon Admonition the Offender ſhall give 
evidence of his Repenrance, ſo as the Elders ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied, and rhe parties offended can juſtly excepr nothing 
againſt it, let him not be kept from the Sacrament ;. bur 
if he Repent not, but remain odſtinate,ler him be ſuſpend. 
ed from the Sicrament, according to the DireQions be- 
foremenrioned. 

7. Thartif any man accuſe another for a Scandalous 
Crime unjuſtly , the Eldetſhip ſhall nor onely clear the 
wronged peiſon,bur take care,that rhe Accuſer may make 
fuch acknowledgement as the Elderſhip ſhall adviſe, ac- 
cording tothe nature of the fact. 

8, Tharin all Offences brought before the Elderſhip, 
they are to be careful to Keep the matrer as ſecret as they 
can,even though they be forced ro proceed to Suſpenſion, 
and not to make it more publique then the nature of rhe 
os and the impenitency of the perſon doth conſtrain 
them. 

9. In caſe any ſhould be Cenſured in the particular 
_ Congregation whereof heis a member, he may preſently 
Appeal to the Claſſical Presbytery, or further if ir be 
requiſite, where not onely himſelf may be cleared and 
righred, bur ſuch as have done the injury may be Cen- 
fured, yer pendente lite let him abſtain from che Sa- 

crament. | 


of Excommunication,and the courſe of proceedings therein, 
F be order of proceeding with Offenders, who before Ex- 
communicatim manifeſt Repentance. 
I. V \/Hen the Offence is private, private Admoni- 
| tion is in all wiſdom and love co be obſerved, 


thatthe offender may either be recovered by Repentance, 
| Or 


(41) 
or if he adde obſtinacy or contempt to his fault, he may 
be cut off by Excommunication. 

2. If the fin be publiquely Scandalous, and the ſinner 
being examined be judged ro have ſigns of unfeigned Re- 
pentance, and nothing juſtly objeed againſt ic when 
made known unto the people, let him be admitted ro pub- 
I:que Contefſion of his fin, and manifeſtation of his Re- 
pentance before the Congregation, 

3. Whenthepenitent is brought before the Congre- 
gation, the Miniſter is to declare his fin, whereby he hath 
provoked Gods wrath, and offended his people, his Con- 
teſfion of ir, and profeſſion of unfeigned Repentance for 
it, and of his Reſolution (through the ſtrength of Chriſt) 
to fin no more, and his defire of their Prayers for Mercy 
and Grace to be kept from falling again into that or any 
the like ſin, of all which che penitent is ro make a full 
and free expreſſion according to his ability. | 

4. Which bcing done, the Miniſter after Prayer to 
God for the penitent, is to admoniſh him to walk circum 
ſpealy, and the people ro make a right uſe of his fall and 
rifing again, and ſo to declare that the Congregation reſt= 


eth ſatisfied. 


The order of proceeding to Excommunication. 


I. Þ X communication being a ſhutcing our of a perſon 

trom che Communion of rhe Church (and there-= 
fore the greareſt and laſt Cenſure of rhe Church) ler it be 
infl.-t<d with great and marure deliberation, and after all 
other good ineans have been aſſayed. 

2. Thar ſuch errors as ſubvert che Faith, or any other 
errors which overthrow the power of Godlineſs, it the 
party who holds them, ſpread them, ſeeking ro draw 0+ 
thers after bims and ſuch fns in praRice as cauſ: the 
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perſon is to be ſuſpended from the Sacrament of the 
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Nameand Truth of oe! to be Blaſphemed, and cannor 
ſtand with the power of Godlineſs,; and ſuch praQices 
as 11 their own nature manifeſtly ſubvert that Order, Uni- 
ty & Peace which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhzd in his Church, 
and particularly a'lthofs Scandalous fins for which any 


Lords Supper, obſtinately perſiſted in, theſe being pub» 
Iiquely known to the juſt Scandal of the Ghurch, the 
Sentence of Excommunication may and ought to pto- 
ceed according tothe DireRions hereafter following. 

3. But the perſons who hold other Errors in Judge- 
ment, about points wherein Learned and Godly men poſ- 
fibly may or do differ , and which ſubvert nor the Faich, 
nor are deftruRtive to Godlineſs, or that be guilty of ſuch 
fins of Infirmity as are commonly found in the Children 
of God, or deing otherwiſe ſound in the Faith, and holy 
in Life (and ſo not falling under Cenſure by the former 
Rules) endeavor to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace , and do yet out of Conſcience not come 
up tothe Obſervation of all thoſe Rules which are oz 
ſhall be eftabliſhed by Authority for Regulating rhe out: 
ward Worſhip of God, and Government of his Church. 
the Sentence of Excommunication for thefe cauſes ſhall 
not be denounced againſt chem, | 

4. Thar when the fin b:comes publique , and juſtly 
Scandalous, the Offendor ſhall be deak withal by the El 
derſhip to bring him to Repenrance , 2nd to:ſuch a mani 
t: ſtation thereof, as that his Repentance may be publiqu 
2s the Scandal ;, but if ke remain obftinare, he is ar laſt ri 
be Excommunicated, and in the- mean time ſhall be ſy 
ip:rded fromthe Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 

' Ard whereas there be divers and various Judgement 
touching the power of Excommunication, and the pro 
per ſub;e& thereof, for the clearing of Difficulties,avoic 

in 


” niet Pr” Ar age SO OY DIE 
x oe -—_— : oo - ESI TI IT > > x 
P n . _— CE > w D ©." _—_— 4 
Pp 4 »- — 4 ve ot - *%s Pw - $ _ 


(43) 
ing of Offences, and oc of Peace, Let theſe 
following DireQions be obſerved. 

In the great and Cithcult caſes of Excommunication, 
whether concerning Do@rine or Converſation, the Claſ- 
fical Presbytery upon the knowledge thereof may ex3- 
mine the perſon, conſider the nature of the O Fence, with | 
the aggravations thereof, and as they ſhall ſce juſt cauſe, 
may Diſcern and Declare, Thar beis to be excommuni- 
cated, which thall be done by the Elderſhip of that Gon- 
gregation whe: cot he is a Member, withthe conſent of the 
Congregation, in this or the like maner : 

i. As. there ſhall be cauſe, ſeveral publique Admoni- 
tions ſhall be given ro rhe Offendor (it he appears) and 
prayers made for him. 

2. When the Offence is ſo hainous, thar it cryes to 
Heaven for vengeance, wafteth the conſcience, and is ge- 
nerally Scandalous, the. Cenfures of the Ghurch may 
proceed with more expedition. 

3. In the Admoni:tons let the Fat be charged upon 


the Offendor, with the clear evidence of the guilt thereof, 


then ler the nature of his fin,the particular SgravRctony of 
it, the puniſhment and curſes threatned againſt is, the dan- 
ger of Impenitency, eſpecially after ſuch means uſed, rhe 
woful condition of them caſt our from the favor of God, 
and communion of the Saints,tic great Mercy of God in 
Chriſt ro the penitent., how ready and willing Chriſt is 
to forgive, andthe Church to accept him upon this hi! 
ſerious Repentance: Let theſe or the like particulars be 
urged upon him out of ſome ſurable places of Noly 
SCrip:ures. Wo * | 

4. The ſame particulars may be mentioned in prayer, 
wherein the Lord is to be increated to bleſs this Admont- 
tion to him, and co affe& his heart with the conſideration 
of theſe things,thereby ro bring him unto Repentance.. 
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5. If uponthe laſt Admonition and prayer there be no 
evidence nor ſign of his Repentance, ler the dreadful Sen- 
tence of Excommunication be pronounced , with calling 
upon the Name of God in theſe or the like expreſſions : 
Speak this Whereas chou N, haſt been by ſufficient proof convin- 
__ 3 c ced of (Here mention the ſin) and after due Admonition 
the party and prayer remaineſt obſtinate, without any evidence or 


2M bcabſent, ſign of true Repentance; Therefore in the Name of the 


Lord Jcſus Chriſt, and before this Congregation, I pro- 
nounce and Declare thee N. excommunicated and ſhur 
out from the communion of the faithful. 


Let the Prayer , accompanying the Sentence, be to 
this effe : Hs 


FT" Hat God who bath appointed this terrible Sentence, for re- 
moving of offences, and reducing of obſtinate Sinners, 
would be preſent with this his Ordinance, to make it effettual 
fo all thoſe holy ends for which he hath appointed it ; That the 
retaining of the Offenders ſin, and ſhntting him out of the 
Church may fill bim with fear and ſhame, and break hi 0b- 
ſtinate heart, and be a means to deſtroy the fleſh, and to 
recover him from the power of the Devil, that his Spi- 
rit may be ſaved, that others alſo may be ſtricken with 
fear, and not dare to fin ſo preſumptuonily, and that all 
ſuch corrupt Leven being purged out of the Church (which s 
the Houſe of God) Feſus Chriſt might delight to dwell in the 

midſt of them. 
_ 6. Aﬀter the Denunciation of this Sentence, the people 
areto be warned that they hold him to be caſt our of the 
Communion of the Church, and to ſhun all Commuy- 
nion with him, Nevertheleſs, Excommunication diſ- 
ſolvech not the bonds of Civi! or Natural Relacions, 
nor exemptech from rhe dutics belonging torthems A 
| (7 
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The order of proceeding to Abſelution. 


F after Excommunicarion the figns of Repentance ap- 
pear in the Excommunicated perſon; ſuch as, godly 
ſorrow for fin, as having thereby incurred Gods heavy 
diſpleaſure, occaſioned grief to his Brethren, and juſtly 
rovcked them ro caſt him out of their Communion, ro- 
gether with afull purpoſe of heart ro turn from his fin 
urito God, and to reform what hath been amifs in him 
with an humble defire of recovering his- peace wich 
God and his people, and to be reſtored tothe light of 
Gods countenance, and the Communion of the Church, 
Let him be brought before the Congregation, and there 
alſo niake a free confeſſion of his fin, with ſorrow forit, 
to call upon God for mercy in Chriſt, to ſeck to be re- 
ſtored rothe Communion of the Church, promiſing to 
God new obcdience, and to them more holy and ciicum- 
ſpe& walking 2s becomerh the Goſpel ; Ler him be pro- 
nounced, in the name of Chitt, Abſolved and free from 
rhe Cenſures of the Church, and declared to have righr 
roall che Ordinances of Chriſt, with praiſing of God 


for his grace, and prayer, that he may be tully accepted ro 


his favor, and hear joy and gladneſs., to this effec: 
To praiſe God, who delighteth not inthe death of a ſinner, 
but that he may repent and live, fer bliſſing the Ordinance of 
Excommunication, and making it effeftual by his Spirit to 
the recovery of this Offendor ,, to magnifie the mercy of God 
through Feſus Chriſt, in pardoning and receiving to his favor 
the moſt grievous Offenders , whenſoever they unfeignedly 
repent and for ſake their ſins, To pray for aſſurance of mercy, 
and forgiven ſito this Penitent, and ſo to bleſs his Ordinance 
of Abſolution, that he may finde himſelf looſed thereby And 
that the Lord would henceforth ſo uphold and ſtrengthen him 


by 
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by his Spirit, that being ſound in the Faith, and hily in all 
maner of converſation, God may be homred, the Charch edj- 
fied, and himſelf ſaved in the day of the Lord Feſus, 


Then ſhall follow the Sentence of Abſolution in theſe 


or the like words ; 


V / Hereas thou N, haſt for thy fin been ſhut our 

fromthe Communion of the Faithfal, and haſt 
now manifeſted thy Repeatance, wherein the Church 
reſterh ſatisfied , In the name of Jeſus Chriſt before this 
Congregation, I pronounce 'and declare thee abſolved 
from the Senrence of Excommunication, formerly de- 
nounced againſt thee, and do receive thee ro the Com- 
munion of the Chutch, and the free uſe of all the Ordi- 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt, that thou mayeſt be partaker of 
all his benefits to thy eternal Salvation. 

Afeer this Sentence of Abſolution, let the Miniſter 
ſpeak to him as to a Brother , exhortipg him to- Watch 
and Pray, :or comforting himif there be need; Lerthe 
Elders imbrace him, and.the whole Congregation hold 
communion with him as one of their own, 
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